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The main ideas in “An examination of her body after death” By Glen Colquhoun are denial and remembrance these are expresses through the use of language features such as the repeated use of negatives to show the authors denial of his loved ones death and the use of metaphors to express his remembrance of his loved one.

Colquhoun uses negatives through the poem such as “You are not her eyes!” which expresses his denial that the body he is examining in front of him is the body of his loved one. It also shows his anger at the fact that she has died. He repeatedly uses “you are not…” through the poem because it is how he tells you what part of her body he was going to describe in the rest of the verse. The repeated use of the negatives helps the understanding of the main idea of denial by repeatedly telling us that the author does not believe that it is her. 

Colquhoun also uses a metaphors in each verse after he uses a negative. He uses them to contrast his memory of his loved one in life to what she looks like in front of him while he is examining her body. An example of a metaphor he used is “Would someone please explain? The sound of birds has gone away. So bold! These two fat worms now hungry for the dirt.” This is showing his remembrance of her and the way he remembers her voice being beautiful like “the sound of birds”. He then says what he sees now and compares her two fat lips to “two fat worms” . he is saying what she was like in life but also how she is so different now and is now “hungry for the dirt” as if she is ready to be buried. Colquhoun uses these contrasting metaphors to create the image of what his loved one was like in life and then what she was like in death. 

The two main ideas in the poem “examination” were denial and remembrance, the ways he expressed these was through the repetition of negatives to show his denial and the use of metaphors to contrast his loved on in life to what she looks like after death.
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